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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-12, 14, 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dugan US6266916. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Dugan discloses a fishing lure having a head portion 12, a 
body portion 14, a tail portion 16, an internal chamber 25 having a first opening 26 in 
said head portion 12 and a second opening 30 in body portion; wherein fist opening 26 
is configured to allow fishing line 68 to be inserted therethrough into said internal 
chamber 25, and second opening 30 is configured to allow a fishing weight 55 to be 
inserted therethrough into said internal chamber 25. 

4. Regarding claim 2, Dugan discloses that the lure is a facsimile fish (col 3, line 
61). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Dugan discloses that the fishing lure is fabricated from a 
flexible material (col 3, line 61 ). 

6. Regarding claim 6, Dugan discloses that the fishing lure is translucent (col 3, line 
61). 

7. Regarding claim 7, Dugan discloses a fishing lure having a head portion 12, a 
body portion 14, a tail portion 16, an internal chamber 25 having a first opening 26 in 
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said head portion 12 and a second opening 30 in body portion; wherein fist opening 26 
is configured to allow fishing line 68 to be inserted therethrough into said internal 
chamber 25; a fishing weight 55 and a hook 42. 

8. Regarding claim 8, Dugan discloses second opening 30 is configured to allow a 
fishing weight 54, 55 to be removably inserted therethrough into said internal chamber 
25. 

9. Regarding claim 9, Dugan discloses the passageway of the weight 54 is 
configured to receive the fishing line 68. 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 0, Dugan discloses the passageway of the weight 54 is 
configured to receive a portion of the hook 42 (col 4, lines 34-36). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Dugan discloses that a first portion of the passageway 30 is 
configured to receive a portion of the hook 42 and a second portion of the passageway 
26 is configured to receive fishing line only (figure 4). 

12. Regarding claim 12, Dugan discloses that the second portion of the passageway 
30 is configured to prevent rotational movement of the hook within the weight (figure 4) 

1 3. Regarding claim 14, Dugan discloses the use of a liquid fish attractant 58, which 

v 

could and would act as a lubricant within the chamber. 

14. Regarding claim 1 6, Dugan discloses a method of assembling a fishing lure 
having a head portion 12, a body portion 14, a tail portion 16, an internal chamber 25 
having a first opening 26 in said head portion 12 and a second opening 30 in body 
portion; wherein fist opening 26 is configured to allow fishing line 68 to be inserted 
therethrough into said internal chamber 25, and second opening 30 is configured to 
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allow a fishing weight 55 to be inserted therethrough into said internal chamber 25; and 
the method comprising the steps of : assembling the fishing lure onto the fishing line by 
trheading fishing line through the first opening 26 and second opening 30 , assembling 
the weight 55, 56 onto the fishing line, and assembling the hook onto the fishing line (col 
4, line 64-col 5, line 20). 

15. Regarding claim 17, Dugan discloses the passageway through the fishing weight 
55 is configurer! to receive a portion of the hook 42. 

16. Regarding claim 18, Dugan discloses that the passageway through the weithg 55 
is configured to receive a portion of the hook 42 and the method further comprises 
inserting a portion of the hook into the passageway (col 5, line 6). 

17. Regard 1 g claim 19, Dugan discloses inserting the fishing weight into the internal 
chamber (col 4, lines 66-67). 

18. Regarding claim 20, Dugan discloses the use of a liquid fish attractant 58, which 
could and woul •' act as a lubricant within the chamber. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 3 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dugan in view of Swifty's of Vauxhall website, dated December 23, 2001. 
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21. Regarding claim 3, Dugan discloses a fishing lure which is a facsimile fish (col 3, 
line 61). 

22. Dugan does not disclose that the fish is a sand eel. 

23. Swifty's website discloses a plurality of sand eel-like lures, as seen on pages 15, 
16, and 17 of the cited document. 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Swifty's website to the invention of Dugan 
in order to create a baitfish which was attractive to the sport fish being sought by the 
fisherman. It is old and notoriously well known in the art to make fishing lures to 
resemble a multiplicity of species of fish, cephalopods, or other prey of sport fish. 

25. Regarding claim 1 5, Dugan discloses the components of the lure. 

26. Dugan does not disclose the components are grouped by packaging. 

27. Swifty's website (p 15-17) discloses the lures grouped by packaging. 

28. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Swifty's to the invention of Dugan, as it is 
old and well known in the art to sell fishing lures with various components packaged 
together. 

29. Claims 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dugan in view of Guerin US5829183. 



Application/Control Number: 10/627,077 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3643 

30. Regarding claim 5, Dugan discloses that the lure is made of a flexible material 
(col 3, line 61). 

31 . Dugan does not disclose the material is rubber. 

32. Guerin discloses the material is rubber (col 3, line 31). 

33. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Guerin to the invention of Dugan as rubber 
is a flexible material, and it would be well within the scope of one skilled in the art to 
make a fishing lure of rubber. 

34. Regarding claim 13, Dugan discloses a hook 42. 

35. Dugan does not disclose a plurality of barbs. 

36. Guerin discloses a hook with a pluratlity of barbs. 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Guerin to the invention of Dugan, as the 
use of multiple barb hooks is notoriously well known in the art and the addition of 
multiple barbs could increase the probability of landing a fish. 

Conclusion 

38. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Taylor US5787633; Vaught US5228230; McKenzie US3680247; 
Faulkner et al. US6658785; Baron US6675526; Signitzer et al. US6546663; Hicks 
US2939241 ; Hall, Sr US61 05303; Watkins US61 82390. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bethany L. Griles whose telephone number is 
703.305.1839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 
am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 703.308.2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



